
Auction bears fruit
for a good cause

Anna Caldwell

QUEENSLAND'S first mango
queen was crowned yesterday
when Clayfield Market Fresh
owner Susan Lorenti shelled
out $45,000 for the season's
symbolic first tray.

It was the first time in the
12-year history of the state's
annual mango auctions that a
female bidder had won.

The $45,000 price tag this

year was more than double last
year's high bid of $20,000 -
entered by Mrs Lorenti's
husband Carlo.

"Well, you can call us the
mango dynasty, but we don't
do it for that reason," Mrs
Lorenti said yesterday, crown
placed high on her head. "It is

a great opportunity to give
money to charity."

Mrs Lorenti said she was
nervous before the auction.

"There were some whispers
about who was going to bid
and I know a woman hadn't
won before and I thought:
'Why not?' " she said.

Queensland also beat per-
ennial rivals NSW in the
mango-bidding stakes after the
southern state's highest bidder
paid $40,000 for the first tray.

A total of just over $70,000
raised yesterday morning was
split between children's cancer

charity Redkite and drug and
health educator Life Education
Queensland.

Life Education Queensland
chief executive officer Michael
Fawsitt said the past year had
been tough on the charity and
the "mango money" would be
welcomed.

BOLD BID: Susan Lorenti paid $45,000 for this season's first tray of mangoes. The winning bid was more than double
what her husband Carlo paid for the first tray last year. Picture: Bruce Long


